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Table 1. Phenomena reflected by specific-duration standardized precipitation indices (SPI) and their applications (NDMC 2006¢) D yﬁ{EK/J \1:8‘/&1% ! tl:vbl-lﬁ = t‘biﬁz:
A Y & -

SPI duration ~ Phenomena reflected Application ﬁ Hjl Ej Eﬁ*u Z: ﬁ E‘A'% H’\J IZiEJZZ| Ej E/\J

1 month SPI  Short-term conditions Short-term soil moisture and crop stress (especially during the growing

season) :F = )lﬁ\ﬁ
3 month SPI  Short- and medium-term moisture conditions A seasonal estimation of precipitation =+ /
6 month SPI ~ Medium-term trends in precipitation Potential for effectively showing the precipitation over distinct seasons.

e.g., for California, the 6 month SPI can effectively indicate of the
amount of precipitation from Oct. to Mar.

9 month SPI  Precipitation patterns over a medium time scale  If SPIg < 1.5 then it is a good indication that substantial impacts can
occur in agriculture (and possibly other sectors)

12 month SPI  Long-term precipitation patterns Possibly tied to streamflows, reservoir levels, and also groundwater levels
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